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Présentation de I'éditeur

Despite being one of the most significant cultural figuresto have emerged from Chinain recent decades, Ai
Weiwei hon rais so controversia within his native country that until recently his name was removed from
Chinese editions of art books. Eloguently fusing art and activism with adark and rebellious wit, he has
galvanised a generation of artists with his strong convictions and his willingness to risk personal libertiesin
pursuit of freedom of speech. Published to accompany his first major UK exhibition, this handsome book s
textsinclude a new interview with Ai, an insightful exploration of his position within the Chinese and
international contemporary art worlds, an incisive account of his architectural practice, and a chronology
containing reflections from key figures who have worked with him. Sumptuous illustrations demonstrate the
virtuosity of the traditional Chinese craftsmanship that Ai employs to produce his works and reveal the
unflinching determination that lies behind his art. Biographie de I'auteur

Tim Marlow is director of artistic programs at the Royal Academy of Arts, London. John Tancock has
worked with and written about Ai Weiwei extensively. Daniel Rosbottom is head of the School of
Architecture and Landscape at Kingston University and co-director of drdharchitects. Adrian Lockeisa
curator at the Royal Academy of Arts.
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